
Music Video Loop: Play while kids are coming in.   
   
Transition Song:  Let’s Go Crazy - https://vimeo.com/220875082   
 Play this video as kids are coming into large group. Encourage them to sing and dance along with you as 
they come in. The idea is high energy and fun.   
   
Theme Slide: D.I.Y. - Forgiveness is up to you.   
https://newhope4.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/Childrensministries/ES2r3bCgGKhGik3oXGvDlrwBBwlzaJdIn3rD4b
AumcN_Jg?e=1ljWCa 
   
Welcome:   
Hey, hey, hey, everybody! My name is _______________, and I’m so glad you came today to Kids’ Time 
today. Does anybody know what D.I.Y. means? (Pause for answers.) That’s right! D.I.Y. means ‘do it 
yourself.’ Now I heard that you all were playing games in your small groups already. Who can tell me what 
you did in your group? (let kids from each group respond) Well all of those games sound like they 
involved some type of change and that sounds like a lot of fun! 
Usually when people talk about a D.I.Y. project, it’s something that you change or make or fix around the 
house. But really, D.I.Y. can be anything you can do yourself—including our theme for this month—
forgiveness! 
 
Forgiveness Slide: Forgiveness is deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn't have to pay.   
https://newhope4.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/Childrensministries/Efo424S-
wQxApPKg2eGBfY4BD04oQgOTaZGWGumGP4iUfQ?e=PEgkVG 
   
We’re going to dive into more about Forgiveness but first, let’s go over the rules so that everyone can 
have fun. Anyone want to come up here and help me read the rules and consequences along with the 
Bobby Video? (bring up a kid old enough to read along)   
   
Bobby Rules: https://vimeo.com/116683116   
   
Theme Slide:  D.I.Y. - Forgiveness is up to you. 
https://newhope4.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/Childrensministries/ES2r3bCgGKhGik3oXGvDlrwBBwlzaJdIn3rD4b
AumcN_Jg?e=1ljWCa 
 
Game:   
Forgiveness is up to you. It’s something you choose to do. With God’s help, you can choose to forgive . . . 
instead of wanting to get even! 
 
Let me see if you can recognize some of these common D.I.Y. tools. 
Does anybody know what this is? 
 
(Hold up the wrench and pause for responses.) 
“You got it! It’s a wrench! What about this one? 
 
(Hold up the drill and pause for responses.) 
“Yep! It’s a drill! Okay, one more. What’s this one? 
 
(Hold up one of the paintbrushes and pause for responses.) 



Correct. This is a paintbrush—and that’s a hint for our game today. I need four small group leaders. 
(Bring up three Small Group Leaders. Have the Leaders stand around the drop cloth with the boards and 
the small buckets of water. Give each Leader a paintbrush.) 
 
Leaders, right here we have the boards that we need to build anything we want to. But first we need to 
(air quotes) ‘paint’ them. When I say, ‘Go,’ you’ll use your paintbrush and the water in this bucket to paint 
your board. The first Leader to completely coat his or her board with water - wins! Easy enough, right? 
(Pause.) Uh-oh! I knew I forgot something! (Pass out blindfolds.) You’ll be blindfolded! 
 
Have the Leaders put on the blindfolds. 
All right—everyone cheer for your Leaders. Ready, set, paint! 
 
60 second countdown: 
https://vimeo.com/391069758 
 
That was so much fun! We can take these boards and add water or paint and change the way they look or 
we can change how we use them in our construction project. Keep that in mind. We'll revisit “change” in 
a few minutes. Let’s give all of our contestants a round of applause as they head back to their seats. 
 
Dismiss the Leaders to their seats. 
 
Now, everyone, you can jump up on your feet, because it’s time for us to sing and worship God together. 
   
Get on your feet. It’s time for us to sing! When you come to know Jesus, you experience His forgiveness. 
There is nothing like the freedom we have in Him. So let’s praise Him together as we sing about how his 
love is better than anything ever. Here we go! 
 
Song 1:  Anything Ever 
Live: https://vimeo.com/266589610 
Lyric: https://vimeo.com/266589633 
Dance Moves: https://vimeo.com/266588153 
 
Stay on your feet. This is the best part of my week right now. Turn and give somebody next to you a high 
five and say, let’s sing again! Because we have been forgiven, let’s live loud! Come on, sing!  
   
Song 2: Live Loud  
Live: https://vimeo.com/266590596 
Lyric: https://vimeo.com/266590565 
Dance Moves: https://vimeo.com/266588127 
 
Since we’re already standing up, let’s practice our memory verse for this month. We can find this 
scripture in the bible in Colossians 3:13. Let’s repeat it together first and then we’ll learn the motions that 
go along with it. We use these motions to help us remember God’s word. Our verse has a lot of words this 
month so let’s pay close attention to what it says.   
   
Memory Verse Slide: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against 
someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13   



https://newhope4.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/Childrensministries/ESVLZpVu9oNAqcAgUYIc8ZIBLZ-
APKDssPZ1R0IU9wVLlw?e=xUx5XS   
 
Bible Memory Verse Activity:  
Review the Bible memory verse and motions you learned in large group time.  
Review the following motions with the children to help them memorize this month’s memory verse.   

• Put up with (move your thumb on right hand from your lip to your chin in a downward 
motion) 

• one another. (with your left thumb up and right thumb turned downward, make a circling 
motion with your thumbs) 

• Forgive (place left hand flat, palm up then move two fingers on your right hand back and 
forth down the center of the left hand) 

• one another (with your left thumb up and right thumb turned downward, make a circling 
motion with your thumbs) 

• if you are holding something against someone. (holding – clinch both fists; against – push 
outward with both hands open; someone – make a small circular motion in the air with 
your index finger next to your right eye 

• Forgive, (place left hand flat, palm up then move two fingers on your right hand back and 
forth down the center of the left hand) 

• just as the Lord (make the letter “L” with your pointer finger and thumb on your right hand; 
then take the “L” sign from your left shoulder and cross to your right side at your waist. 

• forgave you. (place left hand flat, palm up then move two fingers on your right hand back 
and forth down the center of the left hand and then point to the audience for “you”) 

• Colossians 3:13 (NIrV) (cup hands like a book and then hold up the numbers) 
   
Great job everyone! Please take a seat.  
   
Theme Slide:  D.I.Y. - Forgiveness is up to you. 
https://newhope4.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/Childrensministries/ES2r3bCgGKhGik3oXGvDlrwBBwlzaJdIn3rD4b
AumcN_Jg?e=1ljWCa 
   
Intro the Bible Story:   
We’re picking up God’s Big Story today by looking at what happened with Jesus and a man named 
Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was a short man. It actually says so in the Bible, in the book of Luke. Zacchaeus 
lived in the town of Jericho. But here’s the thing: the people in the town weren’t very fond of Zacchaeus 
at all. People didn’t like him because he was dishonest. He stole from them! 
 
Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector, so he went around collecting money that people owed the Roman 
government. But part of the deal was that Zacchaeus got to take extra money for himself—and the 
people knew it! Can you see why the people didn’t like Zacchaeus very much? (Pause for response.) I’ve 
got to be honest. I don’t know if I would have liked him that well, either. 
 
One day, the people heard that Jesus was coming to town. They had heard so many amazing things about 
Jesus, and they wanted to see Him for themselves. Well, Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, too, but he 
wasn’t tall enough to see over all the people. Can you guess what he did? Well, what would YOU do if you 



couldn’t see over the crowd? Let’s just watch Brandon, Jon and Kellan on the So & So Show to see what 
happens next.   
 
So & So Show:   
https://vimeo.com/391070050 
  
Everyone around noticed what was happening with Zacchaeus. The people in the town began to whisper 
that Jesus had gone to be the guest of a sinner. They couldn’t believe Jesus would choose to go and hang 
out with someone as bad as Zacchaeus. But clearly, something had changed in Zacchaeus. He stood up 
and said this to Jesus: (Read directly from Luke 19:8)  
 
Bible Verse: 
Please create this slide. 
Use this verse: Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of what I own to those who are poor. And if I have 
cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay it back. I will pay back four times the amount I took. Luke 19:8 
(NIrV).  
On this blank slide: 
https://newhope4.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/Childrensministries/ESse2IQkcPZEoaQNHOGOaPQBM64H6TYshD
hOHXhBdoKRIw 
 
Whoa! Did you hear that? Zacchaeus said he would give half of what he owned to the poor. He also said 
that for anyone he had taken extra money from, he would pay them back FOUR TIMES the amount he 
had taken. That means if Zacchaeus took one dollar from someone, he would pay them back four dollars. 
That’s pretty amazing! 
 
Think about how amazing that day must have been for Zacchaeus. Jesus had chosen to forgive him! Jesus 
decided to show LOVE to Zacchaeus instead of ignoring him or pointing out what he had done wrong. And 
because of Jesus’ love, Zacchaeus changed. He became a completely new person on the inside! He 
wanted to pay back the people he had wronged. He wanted to make things right. 
 
There are lots of things we can change on the outside, but God is the One who can change us on the 
inside. We can show God’s love to others when we choose to forgive them. And you never know what 
might happen when you do! God could change their hearts—just like He did with Zacchaeus. 
 
Bottom Line Slide: When you forgive others, it can change them. 
https://newhope4.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/Childrensministries/EVRMMQim_eJNuaqQBIxocOwB-
0FVP_rjlyeGMxyvxcKD6A?e=MYr2Ip 
 
Since the very beginning of time, God has always made a way for forgiveness. God had a plan to fix our 
relationship with Him. The greatest act of forgiveness was when He sent Jesus. As Jesus lived His life on 
earth, He showed forgiveness by the way He treated people, just like He did with Zacchaeus. 
 
Our job is to reflect God with our words and actions. It means we forgive others just like God has forgiven 
us. It may or may not mean you are good friends with that person . . . but you never know. This means 
you can choose to forgive when your baby sister ruins your completed homework. It means forgiving the 
kid who steps on your brand-new white kicks. Yes, it even means forgiving your best friend for forgetting 
your birthday. And when you do that, you never know—God could also completely change them, too. 
When we forgive others, it can be powerful in their lives! 



 
That’s what we should try and do for others. I have a feeling we might also offer forgiveness because this 
is exactly how we want to be treated. As you head to Small Groups, think about this… 
 
Key Question Slide: Please create this slide.  
What does it feel like to be forgiven?   
On this blank slide.  
https://newhope4.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/Childrensministries/ERmovmvq1m5NvC-K-
I2UM5QBW55ecDxkuy66YMZVUd0NMQ 
 
How great does is feel when a parent or brother or sister or friend says, ‘I forgive you,’ and really means 
it? Think about it. When we better understand this question, we will better understand the significance of 
forgiving others. You’ll have time to talk more about all of this in Small Group. Before you head out, let’s 
pray and ask God to help us show forgiveness to others. Let’s pray. 
 
Let’s Pray Together:   
God, thank You for this amazing story about Zacchaeus. He was never the same after Jesus loved him and 
forgave him! You changed his heart, and then he wanted to make things right with the people around 
him. We can see how You can change people’s hearts when we forgive. Please help us to forgive people 
who have wronged us instead of giving up on them. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ 
name, amen. 
   
Dismiss to small groups    
   
Play Music video loop as parents are picking up.   
   
  
 


