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K-1st Small Group 

HAVE A GREAT WEEK! 
 

Bible Story: Everything Has Changed (Zacchaeus) • Luke 19:1-10 
Key Question: What does it feel like to be forgiven? 
Bottom Line: When you forgive others, it can change them. 
Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. 
Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV) 
Life App: Forgiveness - Deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 
 

Preservice Activities: 
When kids are first arriving have a few toys out for kids to play with before you start the activity below.  Use the time for 
casual conversation, connection, and to have fun.   Before you go to large group spend a few minutes reviewing the bible 
story and getting them ready for large group.   
 
Broken Pieces 
Give each child one puzzle piece, making sure each piece has a match somewhere in the group. If you have an odd 
number of kids, take a puzzle piece yourself and play along with the kids. Once everyone has a piece, tell kids they have to 
find the friend who is holding the other piece that will help to complete the whole puzzle. Stress how the pieces look 
individually but how the picture changes as the pieces are put together. 
 
Collect and redistribute the pieces, and play as many rounds as you want. 
 
As you close, you might say, you guys are so good at matching up your puzzle piece! What did you notice about your 
puzzles? How difficult was it to find your matching piece? There were different colors, animals and objects that came into 
focus. Could you easily tell what the big picture would be? Well, today in large group, we are going to hear a story about a 
man who changed and then changed others all around him. 
 
Remind the kids of the Rules posted in your room.  
Go to large group time at 5 mins after the service begins.  (5:35, 9:05, 11:05) The manager will give you direction.  
 

Small Group Time 
When kids come back into small group time, set out the rubber dots so every child and yourself has a place to sit in a 
circle. 
Discussion Questions 

• Today our story was about a man named Zacchaeus. Does anyone remember what his job was? (To collect money 
from people)  

• Was he always nice and honest? (Pause.) No, sometimes he lied and asked for extra money so he could keep it. 
• Jesus wanted to go to Zacchaeus’ house for dinner. How crazy is that? Everyone was shocked! Why was everyone 

so surprised? (Jesus was having dinner with a sinner.) 
• Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus for dinner, and what did Zacchaeus do next? (He gave all the money back and more.) 
Zacchaeus’s heart was changed because he met Jesus. Jesus forgave Zacchaeus, and Zacchaeus changed the way he 
treated people. 
• Have you ever had to forgive a brother or sister? (For example: They accidentally broke a toy or ripped a drawing.) 
• Have you ever had to forgive a friend? (For example: They didn’t use their words nicely and said something 

mean.) 
• Have you ever done something to a friend that needed forgiving? (For example: You didn’t keep a promise, or you 

ignored someone in order to play with another friend at recess.) 
• Have you ever had to forgive a parent? (For example: They said you would get a sweet treat after dinner and it 

didn’t happen.) 
• What does it feel like to be forgiven? 
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When we forgive our friends or our family, it makes the friendship better. When you forgive others, it makes the 
friendship stronger! When Jesus had dinner with Zacchaeus and then forgave him, Zacchaeus was changed forever and 
then he was able to go and make things right with others, too. 
 
Jesus forgives us so we can forgive others. So remember, when you forgive others, it can change them. 
 
Bible Memory Verse Activity:  
Review the Bible memory verse and motions you learned in large group time.  
Review the following motions with the children to help them memorize this month’s memory verse.   

• Put up with (move your thumb on right hand from your lip to your chin in a downward motion) 
• one another. (with your left thumb up and right thumb turned downward, make a circling motion with 

your thumbs) 
• Forgive (place left hand flat, palm up then move two fingers on your right hand back and forth down the 

center of the left hand) 
• one another (with your left thumb up and right thumb turned downward, make a circling motion with 

your thumbs) 
• if you are holding something against someone. (holding – clinch both fists; against – push outward with 

both hands open; someone – make a small circular motion in the air with your index finger next to your 
right eye 

• Forgive, (place left hand flat, palm up then move two fingers on your right hand back and forth down 
the center of the left hand) 

• just as the Lord (make the letter “L” with your pointer finger and thumb on your right hand; then take the “L” 
sign from your left shoulder and cross to your right side at your waist. 

• forgave you. (place left hand flat, palm up then move two fingers on your right hand back and forth 
down the center of the left hand and then point to the audience for “you”) 

• Colossians 3:13 (NIrV) (cup hands like a book and then hold up the numbers) 
 
Pray and Dismiss: 
Let’s pray and ask God for courage to forgive others and change those around us. Picture the face of the person you’re 
thinking of as we pray. 
Dear God, thank You so much for forgiving us every day. Give us the courage to ask for forgiveness and forgive others so 
that our hearts are changed just like Zacchaeus. We love You. Amen. 
 
As parents arrive to pick up, encourage kids to talk to their parents about when they forgive others, it can change them. 
Take an opportunity this week to forgive someone. 
 
Parent Pick Up: 

• When parents are picking up kids be sure to: 
• Say the kid’s name. Introduce yourself to the parent picking up child. 
• Check the numbers on tags to make sure they match. 
• Give each parent a God Time card to do with their child this week. 
• Ask child if they remember the bottom line/memory verse:  
• Have a great week, see you next time. 

 
Clean up: 

• Please put any supplies back in your bins. 
• Please put any toys you chose back in the resource room. You know where you got them from so it’s easiest for 

you to return them, and the next small group leader might want to choose a different set of toys to play with.  
• Check in with the manager before you leave to let them know all your kids have been picked up, any issues that 

need to be addressed, or anything amazing that needs to be celebrated.  


